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EDUCATION & RESEARCH INTERESTS

Dr Ghazala Shahabuddin researches issues at the interface of human society and biodiversity. She
has a Bachelor’s degree in Zoology from Delhi University and a Master’s degree in Ecology from
Pondicherry University. She obtained her PhD in conservation biology from Duke University (USA) in
1998 in which she studied the ecological effects of forest fragmentation in Venezuela. Since then,
she has worked on human impacts on biodiversity using forest birds as indicator species, sustainable
forest management, land-use change, human-wildlife conflicts and conservation-induced
displacement.

PAST EMPLOYMENT

Dr Shahabuddin was a Fellow at the Council for Social Development in New Delhi and a Research
Associate with the Wildlife Conservation Society’s India Program from 2003 to 2007. She held a
book-writing fellowship with the New India Foundation during 2007-2008. She has also worked as a
biodiversity consultant with the World Bank, TERI, UNDP and CARE. Her book entitled ‘Conservation
at the Crossroads: Science, Society and the Future of India’s Wildlife’, examining paradigms of nature
conservation in India, has just been published (March 2010).
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CURRENT RESEARCH

Dr Shahabuddin’s current research includes study of the impacts of historical forestry management
on bird species, including endangered woodpeckers, in the sub-Himalayan sal forests of
Uttarakhand. She is also involved in a study of the socio-economic and biological contexts of crop
damage inflicted by blackbuck in Nanaj Wildlife Sanctuary in Maharashtra.

PROFESSIONAL DISTINCTIONS/AWARDS

= New India Foundation Fellowship (2007-08).

= Aga Khan Foundation International Scholarship (1994-98).

= Duke University School of the Environment Teaching Assistantship (1994-98).

= Duke-University of North Carolina Latin-American Studies Travel Grant (1995-96).
= Duke University Graduate School International Travel Award (1996-97).



